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necessary to observe that offences against chastity
far exceeded ajiy other offences in number. The
modern State, however, acts in quite a different way.
It is useless to suggest that a professional man who
is summoned in the police court for being drunk or
protecting a prostitute from a blackmailing con-
stable is not irreparably injured by the fact that he
merely pays a fine of forty shillings; for he also
thereby loses earning power and social esteem*
The modern situation is therefore very difficult;
nevertheless I do not accept Mill's argument that
the State cannot and should not concern itself with
private morals. On the contrary, I consider that
the State is bound to take a definite line on almost
any moral question. It is quite clear for instance
that the State must either protect property in some
form or other or not. It may of course tolerate
the outpourings of the Fabian Society on subjects
of which that society knows very little, but the
policeman would speedily interfere if these same
people proceeded to rob individuals by any other
machinery than an Act of Parliament.

The State, therefore, must observe a clear
principle and act on it. To-day the State does
nothing of the kind. It has confused relics of
Christian morality in its composition mixed up with
a great deal of cant about social progress with which
the modern Christian claims to be concerned in spite
of the absolute hostility to any form of social pro-
gress on which the Christian religion of " other-
worldliness " was founded. Laws and customs as
to Sunday observance have, for example, obsolesced
as noticeably as the belief in the Christian religion